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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A system for authenticating a device on a first home 
network connected to an external network via a router, the system comprising: 

means for connecting/disconnecting the external network to/from the first 
home network; and 

means for determin ing whether the device on the first home network 
requests to be register ed on the first home network, to be transferred media content on 
th e first home network, or to be issued a license on the first home network allowing the 
device to use the media content: 

local environment management means for causing the means for 
connecting/disconnecting to disconnect the first home network from the external 
network[[,]] in response to a request roc o ivod from determination that the device on the 
first home network , during at loaot ono of rogistoring tho dov i co requests to be 
registered on the first home network, to be transferred transferring media content on the 
first home network to the d o vic o, and i ssuing or to be issued a license on the first home 
network to th o d o vic o allowing the device to use the media content. 

2. (Previously presented) The system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
a home server on the first home network for acquiring the media content 
from the external network via the router, wherein the device requests the content from 
the home server. 



-2- 



Application No. 10/520,974 
Attorney Docket No. 09812.0204 

3. (Currently amended) The system according to claim 1, further comprising: 

two or more home servers on the first home network for providing the 
media content on the first home network; 

wherein the local environment management means temporarily 
disconnects the first home network from the external network during at loast ono of 
r e gist e r i ng in response to a determination that the device on the first home network 
requests to be registered as a m o mb o r on the first home network, transferring tho to be 
transferred media content on the first home network to the d e vic e, and issuing or to be 
issued a license to th o d e v i c e allowing the device to use the media content from the 
home servers. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Previously presented) The system according to claim 3, wherein: 

the device is able to use the media content acquired from the home 
servers on the first home network and, upon connecting the device to a home server on 
a second home network outside the first home network, the device is unable to use the 
media content acquired from the home servers on the first home network. 

6. (Previously Presented) The system according to claim 1, wherein: 

after completion of local communication on the first home network, or after 
a predetermined amount of time from a start of the local communication has elapsed, 
the local environment management means reconnects the first home network to the 
external network. 
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7. (Currently amended) A method for authenticating a device on a first home 
network connected to an external network via a router, the method comprising: 

receiving a request from the device on the first home network : and 
determining whethe r the device on the first home network requests to be 
registered on the first h ome network, to be transferred media content on the first home 
network, or to be issue d a license on the first home network allowing the device to use 
the media content: and 

disconnecting the external network from the first home network[[,]] in 
response to a determination that th e request, dur i ng at l east ono of r e g i st e ring the 
device on the first home network requests to be registered as a member on the first 
home network, transferr i ng to be transferred media content on the first home network te- 
the dovico , and i ssuing or to be issued a license on the first home network to the device 
allowing the device to use the media content. 

8. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 7, further comprising: 

acquiring, by a home server on the home network, the media content from 
the external network via the router, wherein the media content is requested by the 
device from the home server. 
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9. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 7, wherein: 

the media content is transferred, and the license allowing the device to 
use the media content is issued, by two or more home servers installed on the home 
network, and 

the home network is temporarily disconnected from the external network 
during at l o ast ono of rog i ctoring in response to a determination that the device on the 
first home network req uests to be registered as a momb o r on the home network, 
transferring th o to be transferred media content on the first home network to the dovico, 
and i ssu i ng or to be issued a license on the first home network to th e dovico allowing 
the device to use the media content from the home servers. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 9, wherein: 

the device is able to use the media content acquired from the home 
servers on the first home network and, upon connection to a home server on a second 
home network outside the first home network, the device is unable to use the media 
content acquired from the home servers on the first home network. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 7, further comprising: 

reconnecting the first home network to the external network after 
completion of local communication on the first home network, or after a predetermined 
amount of time from a start of local communication has elapsed. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus operating on a home 
network connected to an external network via a router, the communication apparatus 
comprising: 

means for receiving a request from a device on the home network; and 
means for determining whether the device on the home network requests 
to be registered on the home network, to be transferred media content on the home 
network, or to be issu ed a license on the home network allowing the device to use the 
media content; and 

local environment management means for requesting disconnection of the 
home network from the external network[[,]] in response to a determination that the- 
r e quost, dur i ng at l oaot ono of rogistor i ng the device on the home network reguests to 
be registered as a mombor on the home network, transferr i ng to be transferred media 
content on the home network to tho dovioo , and issuing to tho dov i co or to be issued a 
license on the home network allowing the device to use the media content. 

14. (Previously presented) The communication apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein: 

the communication apparatus is a home server for providing the media 
content on the home network. 

15. (Previously Presented) The communication apparatus according to claim 
14, wherein: 
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the local environment management means requests reconnection of the 
home network to the external network after completion of local communication with the 
device. 

16. (Currently amended) A communication apparatus interconnecting a home 
network and an external network, the communication apparatus comprising: 

means for connecting/disconnecting the external network to/from the 
home network; and 

means for determ ining whether a device on the home network requests to 
be registered on the ho me network, to be transferred media content on the home 
network, or to be issu ed a license on the home network allowing the device to use the 
media content: and 

control means for causing the means for connecting/disconnecting to 
disconnect the home network from the external network[[,]] in response to a 
determination that the request rocoivod from a device on the home network requests to 
be registered on tho homo network, during at loast ono of registoring tho d o vico as a 
member on the home network, transferring to be transferred media content on the home 
network to the d o vic o, and i ssuing or to be issued a license to th e d o v i c o allowing the 
device to use the media content. 

17. (Previously Presented) The communication apparatus according to claim 
16, wherein: 
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the control means disconnects the home network from the external 
network in response to a disconnection request from a home server on the home 
network that provides the content on the home network. 

18. (Previously presented) The communication apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein: 

the control means causes the means for connecting/disconnecting to 
reconnect the home network to the external network in response to a reconnection 
request from a home server on the home network that provides the media content on 
the home network. 

19. (Previously presented) The communication apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein: 

the control means causes the means for connecting/disconnecting to 
reconnect the home network to the external network at predetermined time after 
disconnecting the home network from the external network in response to a 
disconnection request from a home server on the home network that provides the media 
content on the home network. 

20. (Previously Presented) The communication apparatus according to claim 
16, further comprising: 

means for communicating with the external network while the home 
network is disconnected from the external network; and 
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means for confirming the disconnection of the home network from the 
external network by accessing an external server on the external network during the 
disconnection. 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium storing a 
computer program which, when executed by a communication apparatus operating on a 
home network connected to an external network via a router, causes the apparatus to 
execute a method for authenticating a device on the home network, the method 
comprising: 

receiving a request from the device on the home network : afld 
determining whether t he device on the home network requests to be 

registered on the home network, to be transferred media content on the home network. 

or to be issued a licens e on the home network allowing the device to use the media 

content: and 

temporarily disconnecting the external network from the home network[[,]] 
in response to a determination that the roquoot, dur i ng at l o ast ono of r o gistoring the 
dev 'ce on the home network requests to be registered as a m o mb o r on the home 
network, transferring to be transferred media content on the home network to the 
device, and issuing or to be issued a license on the home network to the dovico 
allowing the device to use the media content. 
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